
02/12/09PowerHaul runs first 
loaded trial

More information about PowerHaul locomotives can be 
found at: www.Freightliner.co.uk/PowerHaul or 
follow www.twitter.com/PowerHaul

Following the arrival of the first two PowerHaul locomotives 
last month, 70002 has started operational trials for 
Freightliner Heavy Haul.

Starting from Stoke Gifford, Bristol, the locomotive hauled approximately 1330 tonnes of coal to Rugeley 
Power Station before discharging and running back the empty coal set of 19 hopper wagons.

Paul Smart, Managing Director, Freightliner 
Heavy Haul commented, “I am pleased to 
see the first PowerHaul locomotive entering 
trials with this service. After only 2 years 
since the initial concept and order, it is a 
great achievement that these locomotives 
will be incorporated into our existing fleet 
so effectively.”

The first batch of PowerHaul locomotives 
arrived in the UK on 8th November, to be 
followed by a further four – expected to 
arrive at Newport Docks this week. The 
locomotives introduce state of the art 
technology to the UK rail freight market, 
with increased tractive effort, haulage and 
acceleration capabilities whilst lowering 
carbon emissions.

PowerHaul locomotive number 70001 is also due to start 
operational trials later this week for Freightliner’s intermodal 
business, hauling containers from the Port of Felixstowe to 
Birmingham.

For further information please contact:
Mary-Clare O’Boyle 
+ 44 (0) 207 200 390
oboylemc@freightliner.co.uk
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About Freightliner Group Ltd.
Previously part of British Rail, Freightliner was privatized in 1996 and has since increased turnover by 
over 180 percent. Initially only providing Intermodal services, the company has since expanded to have 
five subsidiary companies, all operating under Freightliner Group Limited. Freightliner Limited is the 
UK’s largest hauler of maritime containers, accounting for 20 percent of the total market share, and 83 
percent of the rail-fed market. It provides trunk rail services between key ports and inland rail freight 
interchanges within the UK, supplemented with local road services, to move customers’ containers on 
the first or last leg of a worldwide journey. In 1999, Freightliner identified a significant opportunity to 
expand, and established Freightliner Heavy Haul Limited (FHH) to service the bulk rail freight industry. 
FHH now operates nationwide in the coal, aggregates, cement, specialist minerals, waste and petroleum 
sectors, and has grown to a turnover of over £100m. Since then, Freightliner Group has established 
new subsidiaries, Freightliner Maintenance Limited, a separate entity dedicated to the repair and 
maintenance of traction and rolling stock, and international subsidiaries; Freightliner PL Limited – 
operational in Poland and Germany, and Freightliner Australia Pty Limited, which began operations this 
year. For more information visit: www.freightliner.co.uk.


